TEACHING   IN   THE   INFANTS     SCHOOL

It seems as if the manipulation of miniature copies of
the marvellous real objects by which the child is sur-
rounded ministers to his positive self-feeling. At some
time during this period every child identifies himself
with the little boy in the "Land of Counterpane/9 who
as "Giant of the pillow hill:"1

" Some times sent my ships in fleets,
All up and down among the sheets,
Or brought my trees and houses out
And planted cities all about."

Dr. Lowenfeld's discussion2 of the value of what she
calls "Worlds'5 material is most suggestive for all
teachers of young children. She believes that play with
these small toy copies of the real objects is the means
by which the child makes clear to himself his concepts
of the "outside" world. Even in schools where project
activities are not the basis of the curriculum, we should
still provide sets of little toys for the children's free
constructive play at this age.

We can believe, then, that the teacher who suggests
the idea of making a model of the neighbourhood is
following the unconscious desire of the children to
know more of the world around them.

The work of planning the model can start from the
school, which, to most children, is the focus of their
interest at this time. On the floor, or on a large black-

1 Stevenson, Child's Garden of Verse.
8 Lowenfeld, Play in Childhood, pp. 49 and 161.
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